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Robert Thornborrow Davison Dinning 

enlistment No 3383, Private in the 8th 

reinforcements of the 44th battalion. 

Enlisted 26th February 1917 at 

Blackboy Hill.  

He was born in 1877 in South Shields, 

Durham, England to parents John 

Dinning and Mary Jane Thornborrow. 

Robert married Ethel Murray in South 

Shields in England in 1901 and the 

couple had two sons before they set 

off for Perth, Western Australia in April 

1912 on the “Belgic” to join his 

brothers Benjamin and Frederick.  

His occupation was joiner. Robert put 

his age down on his enlistment so he 

was under the age of 40. Also of note 

he had served in England with the 

Tyne Submarine Miners for three and 

a half years. His older brother Benjamin also enlisted and was given the enlistment 

number 2678 and position as Munitions Worker while his brother Frederick William 

was already in the Navy before war broke out. 

Robert embarked from Fremantle on the 29th June 1917 on HMAT “Borda”. He spent 

time in England at Larkhill and Fovant before proceeding to France in late January 

1918.  In early 1918 the 44th Battalion saw action at Ancre then Hamel where Robert 

was wounded from gassing on the 2nd June. He returned a week later to his 

Battalion and action at Amien before being taken sick with Inflamed Connective 

Tissue (I.C.T) in his legs.  

He was sent to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen then transferred to the Royal 

Herbert Hospital in Woolwich, England. From here he was sent to the 3rd Auxillary 

Hospital in Dartford before being discharged and granted Furlough for two weeks in 

early September 1918. Robert was granted an early return to Australia suffering 

“Myalgia”.  

He embarked on the “Argyllshire” on the 9th December 1918 for Australia and was 

discharged on the 21st February 1919. Robert returned to his family in Darlington and 

continued working as a carpenter, shifting the family in the mid 1920’s to Bayswater 

where he remained until his death in 1951. His wife Ethel predeceased him in 1942 

and both are buried in Karrakatta Cemetery in Perth. 
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