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PART TWO - THE FISCHERS 

 
 
 

While life in Western Australia was gaining a foothold in a small colony isolated from its sister 

colonies and its mother country, disturbing events were taking place, initially in France with the 

Revolution of 1848. The revolutionary spirit spread across Europe, and other countries, among 

them Germany, suffered from the upheavals thus caused. Germany had also suffered for 

centuries with religious trouble between the Catholic church and the movement led by Martin 

Luther.  

These two sources of discontent, with Government and with religion, were enough to cause a 

wave of emigration from Germany to other lands, among them the U.S.A. and Australia. A 

Lutheran Pastor, August Kavel, while in Hamburg, heard of a new colony to be established on 

St. Vincent Gulf in South Australia. He was sent by his congregation to London to extract 

information about the colony from Mr. George Fife Angus, one of the directors of the South 

Australian Company. This gentleman realized that the German immigrants would make 

excellent settlers and arranged financial assistance for many of them to voyage to South 

Australia.  

At first the Prussian Government raised objections to the departure of these would-be 

immigrants, but, once started, a steady stream of German settlers arrived at Port Adelaide, 

and the majority established settlements in the hills near Adelaide. Their influence is still 

prominent today in place names, religion and architectural styles. One such German to make 

the decision to emigrate to South Australia was Paul Gerhard Eusebius Fischer who came 

from a long line of Lutheran preaching families. He left his family in Germany and sailed for 

South Australia in August 1849 aboard the ‘Pauline.’ After arriving in Adelaide, he set up 

business as a confectioner and in March 1854 was joined there by his wife Emilie and their 

children; Anna, Hedwig, Edmund and Alwin. 

These German immigrants were happy and capable people who were prepared to work hard 

and took pride in doing things well. Their religion was important to them and many sons 

became pastors of the Lutheran Church. 

Paul and Emilie prospered. In 1858 the business in Adelaide was sold and Paul and Emilie 

retired to a small farm at Tanunda which they turned into a Tea Gardens. They both died there 

and are buried in the same grove at Tabor Cemetery. 

Fischer coat of arms which has the motto 

‘Respice Finem’ which translates to 

REGARD THE END 
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Fischer pedigree, descendants of Hugo and Annie 

 

Meanwhile at the age of 14, Paul's eldest son, Edmund, commenced a four year 

apprenticeship to a saddler in Nuriootpa. On the completion of his apprenticeship he set up his 

own business as a saddler in Tanunda, then later moved to Hamilton in 1868. In November of 

that year he married Bertha Schoedel and a year later, they moved to Saddleworth, 

purchasing a block of land, building a house and establishing a saddlery business there. They 

were the parents of seven children Hedwig, Paul, Edwin, Hugo, Emil, Selma and Alma.  

After three years in Saddleworth, the business was sold up and the family moved to Adelaide. 

Here Edmund went into partnership in a small business in Grenfell Street, but the partnership 

was dissolved in 1886. Another business venture followed which was a disappointment. 

Eventually with the help of his brother-in-law and friends he started another business as a 

saddler and importer, later to be joined by Paul, Edwin, Hugo and Emil, trading as E. Fischer & 

Sons, a firm which prospered for many years. 

In July 1894 Edwin celebrated his 21st birthday and commenced studies to become a pastor in 

the Lutheran Church. By April of 1901, as a fully ordained minister, he travelled to Perth to 

open a Lutheran Church here. On 10th April 1901, in Adelaide, Hugo had married Annie 

Gwynndolyn Paxton and by 1903 they had two children, Leonard Edmund Paxton and Edna 

Elizabeth. In October 1904 he decided to follow his brother opening his own saddlery and 
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hardware business in Queen Street, Perth. Hugo bought a home for his family in Claremont. 

His business prospered and a cannery was also opened at Fremantle. The family lived in 

Claremont until 1914 and increased by two more daughters, Bertha Joan Gwynndolyn and 

Pauline Margaret.  

During this time Hugo had acquired 17 acres of land in Darlington on which he constructed a 

small home of bricks hand-made from mortar, gravel and straw. The following is a quotation 

from the book ‘Edmund H.E. Fischer and His Descendants’ by Clement E. Fisher (privately 

printed, 1985): 

Hugo was very busy in the next few years, planting a large orchard of mixed fruit and a 

vineyard with muscatels and currants. With much heavy labour he also built up some 

large beds of asparagus which yielded large crops for many years. He was a very 

strong and extremely active man, although small in stature, and for many years rose at 

6 a.m., worked in his gardens until 7 a.m. and then got ready to catch the 8 a.m. train to 

the city, 15 miles away. 

During the 1914-18 war he won an Australia-wide contract to manufacture leggings and 

ammunition belts for the Light Horse regiment. This gave his business a big boost and 

they moved from Queen Street to larger premises in Wellington Street, Perth around 

1918-1919. On 17th March 1916, another son, Peter Hugo Wilson was born and in 

1920 Hugo built a beautiful two-storey home on land adjacent to his original purchase in 

Darlington and named it ‘Kirkcaldy’. There he made a lovely garden with many 

deciduous trees and large beds of all kinds of bulbs and lilies. He imported tulip and 

daffodil bulbs from Holland and in the summer had a wonderful display of Tiger lilies. He 

was also very fond of our eucalypts and had an avenue of lemon scented gums up the 

drive and planted many native trees in certain parts of Darlington. He was very 

interested in the community and was a prime mover in converting the old Darlington 

wine cellars into a public hall, starting a golf club and course and also took an interest in 

the affairs of the school. 

 

Kirkcaldy wisteria 
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‘Kirkcaldy’, built in Darlington 1920 

 

 
Kirkcaldy orchard 

 

Everything went well with the business until the advent of tractors and motorized machinery 

and later the Depression. It was a financial struggle for quite a few years but in the nineteen-

fifties things looked up and he moved his business to premises in Subiaco. 

In 1960 the business became affiliated with Fire Fighting Equipment (later to become Fire 

Fighting Enterprises) which was a very profitable move and in 1970 a large modern warehouse 

and factory was built in Kewdale. In 1981 Fire Fighting Enterprises acquired the remaining 

share held by the Fischer & Graebner families in Hugo Fischer Pty. Ltd. and in 1983 Fire 

Fighting Enterprises in turn were acquired by James Hardie Industries Ltd. Despite the 

changes in ownership, the business and the name of Hugo Fischer Pty. Ltd. continues. Hugo 
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was the mainstay of the small Lutheran Church in Perth, which suffered many difficulties 

because of the wars. In the thirties he and his son-in-law, Rev. R.M. Graebner worked very 

hard to make their dream of a central church come true. He gave strong financial support and 

donated all the stone, of which the church is built, from his property in Darlington. It is a 

charming little church and has been made one of the National Trust's protected sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Authors’ two Aunts outside the Lutheran church 1950 

 

He lost his beloved wife on 25th May, 1951. Hugo did his utmost during his lifetime to live up to 

his Christian principles and showed much charity and love to those in want or unfortunate 

circumstances. In the 1914-18 war he gave asylum for four years to a stranded German nurse 

and a musician and kept them in his home in spite of the strong feeling against anything 

remotely German.  

After both wars he contacted relatives in Germany and sent them food and clothing parcels, 

and he was always ready to help any charitable organisation which asked for assistance. He 

spent very little on himself - his happiness lay in caring for his family, the entertainment of 

friends, his love of nature, and above all, his great love for his Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  

He died on 21st June 1963 at the age of 87 years and 9 months. Hugo and Annie are buried, 

as in life, side by side in the Lutheran section, Grave No. AA77 & AA76 at the Karrakatta 

Cemetery, Perth Western Australia. 

 

Of Hugo Fischer's five children; Leonard (born 1902 in Adelaide), Edna (born 1903 at Parside, 

S.A.), Bertha (known by her second name of Joan and born at Claremont, W.A. in 1907), 
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Pauline (born 1911 at Claremont) and Peter (born West Midland in 1914), only three spent a 

considerable portion of their lives in Darlington - Leon, Pauline and Peter.  

Leon as he was known by friends and family, was born in Adelaide in 1902 and, as already 

mentioned, accompanied his parents and sister, Edna, to W.A. in October 1904. While living in 

Claremont with his family, he attended a small primary school run by Miss Callisan, and when 

about ten years of age, became a student at Scotch College in Swanbourne.  

From here he progressed to studies at the Narrogin School of Agriculture. In 1923 he returned 

to Darlington to supervise and work in his father's orchard. Business, however, took 

precedence over these activities and he accepted a position in his father's business, becoming 

General Manager, a position he held until his own retirement in 1972. However, his association 

with the company continued as Chairman of the Board until 1982. 

In 1928 he married Margaret Bracks (the author’s aunt). After they married, they lived in a 

large stone and timber house which they had acquired and which was surrounded by large 

gardens. From here it is possible to look down over the roof-tops of lower houses to the village 

of Darlington and out over the plain to Perth in the distance. 

 

 
 

 
The happy couple 1928 
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Newspaper article on the Fischer – Bracks wedding 1928 

 

 
Running the gauntlet 

 

 
Margaret and Leons’ residence in Dalry Road with the large front garden 
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View across the hills from the front garden c1930 

It was during this time that there was a great deal of visiting between the Bracks family in 

Bicton and the Fischers in Darlington. Many family gatherings were held, especially during the 

Christmas season with tennis parties on the court at ‘Kirkcaldy’ being a popular entertainment  

 

 
A group of the Bracks family at ‘Kircaldy’ with the Author’s father middle left in a hat 

 

The Bracks’ travelled by motor-car, chugging painfully up Greenmount Hill, or by train from  

Perth through Midland to the Darlington station. The youngest of the Bracks clan was the 

author’s late father, Cameron, and he had memories of both types of travel. He especially 

remembered how hard it was for the trains to negotiate the steep incline of the track through 

Boya and that, on many occasions, two engines had to be used to guarantee that the 

passenger-laden carriages arrived at their destination at all! He used to tell also of the sight of 

rows of Wellington boots along the platform in winter. These belonged to people who had had 

to negotiate muddy conditions on their way to the station to catch the train to Perth. They 
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would simply step out of their Wellington boots into their city shoes and reverse the process 

upon their return. 

It was also during the time of their residence in Dalry Road that Leon and Margaret's three 

children were born: Helen, David and Anne. 

 

 
Margaret and Leon with David & Helen at Dalry Rd, Darlington house c1935 

 

 
Leon & Margaret’s three children: David, Anne and Helen 

 

The family moved from Darlington in 1944 to be nearer to centres of education for their 

children, living firstly at Wembley, then at Reserve Street, Claremont followed by a move to 

Queenslea Drive and later to Saunders Street, Mosman Park with a wonderful view over the 

river. 

David has strong memories of his time at Darlington. He attended Darlington School, riding his 

pony there and back. During this time the school grew from a two-teacher to a three-teacher 

establishment with three multi-grade classes housed in three classrooms, of which the present 

Music Room is the only remaining one. 
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1960’s showing the older 3 classrooms, storage shed and girl’s shelter shed to the left. 

 

 
Remaining classroom built 1956 and used as a Music room 

 

About 1942 when an invasion by the Japanese seemed imminent, many people removed from 

the city and inner suburbs to the Hills districts including Darlington. This had the effect of 

substantially increasing not only the district's numbers, but those of the school as well. This 

situation was aggravated by the fact that the Midland High School was temporarily closed and 

its classes dispersed to other schools around the area.  

One such class was allocated to Darlington Primary School. Such was the congestion caused 

by these two factors that, for a time, it operated on ‘shifts,’ with some students attending for a 

morning session and others for the afternoon. While this must have been a horrendous time 

for the staff, the children obviously would have enjoyed their extra half-day of leisure for the 
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year that this situation lasted. It was at this time also, in common with most other schools, that 

trenches had to be dug in the school grounds and the staff and children drilled in their use in 

the event of an air attack. 

David described his out-of-school hours as being happily spent on his pony roaming the thick 

bush which at that time had not been built upon to today's extent. At that time Morrie Owen ran 

a general store in Montrose Avenue and David delivered papers for him on horseback. He also 

helped out at the bakery. By 1943 he was attending Midland High School which he reached 

either by train or by riding his bike. He remembers the train service from Darlington to Perth as 

being reliable and fast. The 8.05 a.m. train from Darlington would make about five or six stops 

down the hill to Midland from where it would travel express to Mt. Lawley, stopping to allow the 

Perth College girls to alight and thence to the city arriving at approximately 8.50 a.m. - not bad 

when considering the half-hour ride from Midland to Perth today. There was also a 5.25 p.m. 

train for children returning from Midland and other points along the line. The businessmen 

certainly didn't waste their time on the trips to and fro, setting up their leather briefcases to 

make little tables on which to conduct regular bridge games to pass the time. 

After Midland High School which he left in 1945, David went to Perth Modern School and the 

University of Western Australia, graduating in 1953 with the degree of Master of Science in 

Agriculture. There followed twelve months at Cambridge as Assistant Agricultural Economist. 

Returning to W.A. in December 1955, he joined the Rural & Industries Bank of W.A. which had 

evolved from the State Bank established in 1945. In 1959 he was responsible for inaugurating 

the Bank's ‘Farm Management Advisory Service’ and by 1971 had become Chief Valuer, 

having completed his associateship in the Australian Institute of Valuers in 1968. In 1973 he 

was appointed a Commissioner of the Bank, becoming Deputy Chairman in March 1975 and 

Chairman in September of the same year. He holds many appointments apart from those 

involved with his work at the Bank, but finds time, too, for his favourite recreations of tennis, 

squash and sailing. 

In 1959 he married Janet (Topsy) Rossiter Wishart, a fitting union, since Topsy's maternal 

grandfather was Charles Douglas Mitchell, brother of Sir James Mitchell (a notable Premier of 

Western Australia) and for many years an inspector in the Agricultural Bank of Western 

Australia, which was a predecessor of today's Rural & Industries Bank. 

Today David and family are occasional visitors to Darlington to visit relatives of both the 

Fischer and Wishart families who made their homes there. 

David's aunt, Pauline Margaret Fischer, was born in 1911 at her parent's home in Langford 

Street, Claremont. Her father, Hugo, had been busy establishing an orchard on his twenty-acre 

block in Darlington.  

In an article published in the Darlington Review in December 1985, Miss Fischer has the 

following to say about those early days: 

‘After they bought the block in Darlington I remember coming up for weekends in about 1912. 

At first we used to stay in a tiny cottage that had been built on the property by a sea captain, 

but eventually that burnt down and we built the house in Lionel Road, using mortar, gravel and 

straw to make the bricks. My parents would walk up from the railway station carrying 
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everything (plus me probably)! We didn't have a car until 1917, so you walked everywhere and 

carried everything!  

The houses in Darlington were very scattered. Most were weatherboard, with galvanised iron 

roofs and large rainwater tanks. My father had two clay pools dug, one for the adults, and one 

for the children. The water was lovely - as soft as silk. Sometimes people would come and 

have a bath in them if they had no water. Dad always wanted land, and an orchard. We had 

wonderful strawberries, pears, cherries, loquats, mulberries, dozens of varieties of plums and 

grapes. When we built the second house the orchard was well established.  

We moved into the new house in 1921 and it was wonderfully spacious; in the attic bedrooms 

upstairs, you felt as if you were in the treetops. I remember the laundry was huge, with a big 

table and copper. All the washing was done by hand - a Mrs. Dinning used to come and do the 

laundry. She lived in a really tiny, picture book cottage in the valley by Nyaania Brook 

Mother was always very busy with five children to look after. She did a lot of preserving of fruit, 

made jam and was a lovely cook. 

It was really like living on a farm except for the fact that my father caught the 8.06 train into 

Perth every morning andturned on the 6.15. We had chooks, some horses and cows etc. 

There was always a lot to be done and we all had our jobs - chopping wood, collecting 

kindling, feeding the chooks. We also had a marvelous vegetable garden. We grew all our own 

vegetables, including things like artichokes and asparagus. Dad used to bring the meat for 

dinner home with him, though there was a good butcher in Mundaring. We had a beautiful 

garden around the big house, full of tulips and daffodils and other bulbs. There was an avenue 

of lemon-scented gums leading from the house, and the white of their trunks plus the different 

colours of oak and wattle and pine tree was a wonderful combination. 

I think it is the trees of Darlington I remember most, because there were so many huge jarrahs 

- walking among them was like walking through a cathedral. You just don't see trees like that 

anymore. The hill sides and verges were just carpeted in wildflowers and from Greenmount hill 

you could look down on the village and get a beautiful view of the vineyards with their pale 

green vines, an avenue of pines leading to what is now the Darlington Hall. The whole 

vineyard was surrounded by pines and hills in the background looked blue. We did a terrific lot 

of walking. We thought nothing of walking down to the Helena Valley for a swim and a picnic 

and walking up again. 

A dressmaker, Miss Campbell, used to come up twice a year and stay a week during which 

she would make us little dresses etc. Sometimes we would all sit in the garden and do 

handwork, though she actually used a treadle machine. 

The area near the Nyaania Brook was used for recreation. The first school sports 

were held there. The area was covered with Guildford grass and the brook ran freely with no 

weeds. It was a very popular place for picnic parties and was used a great deal. It is sad it was 

not kept as a small park.’ 

 

From Darlington Primary School, Pauline went to Perth College and then entered her father's 

office after completing her secondary education. In 1933 she commenced nursing training at 
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the Children's Hospital (now Princess Margaret). With her training there completed she sailed 

to Melbourne for a working holiday, joining the staff of St. Vincent's Hospital to gain experience 

in adult nursing. From there she went to Adelaide to enjoy the company of the many South 

Australian relatives and continued her nursing experience. 

Eventually she returned to Darlington and added to her nursing qualifications by undergoing 

midwifery and infant welfare training, upon completion of which she worked in Albany with 

Winifred Little who was to become her brother Peter's wife. Returning to Perth she continued 

to work mainly amongst mothers and babies until the outbreak of World War II. Because of the 

enlistment of so many able-bodied men for service overseas, there was severe depletion of 

labour for agricultural areas, but a continuing demand for their products. Along with many other 

young women of the time, Pauline became a Land Girl and was employed on a Swan Valley 

vineyard. However, nurses were also badly needed for overseas duty leaving many posts at 

home vacant. One of these was the position of Nursing Sister at Aquinas College and it was 

this position which Pauline took, to care for the health of the boarders. Following this 

experience, Pauline was appointed Matron of Mullewa Hospital. She returned home yet again 

after the close of the war and later joined the staff of Hollywood Hospital, but this career was 

brought to an end by the necessity of helping her two sisters to care for their mother whose 

health was deteriorating. Mrs. Fischer passed away in 1951, after which Pauline joined a busy 

clinic in Midland and worked there for some years. She then changed the course of her career 

somewhat by undertaking a Kindergarten Diploma course which she completed in 1961. She 

took up the post of teacher-in-charge of a kindergarten in East Perth, caring for children of 

many different migrant families and white and Aboriginal children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds.  

She retired from this position in 1970 and returned once more to live in Darlington. The old 

family home ‘Kirkcaldy’ was sold, and she built a smaller home nearby in which she lives today 

on some of her father's original twenty acres, leading a quiet and happy existence and 

respected for her wealth of knowledge of Darlington's bygone days. 

Pauline's younger brother, Peter1, was born in Darlington on 17th March 1916. His whole 

boyhood was spent in this hills area which was very different then from the outer suburb which 

it has become nowadays. He, too, has happy memories of attending Darlington Primary 

School, remembering it as a place where the sport was of a very good standard. At that time, 

there were no houses opposite the school in Glen Road and the children used to play on the 

grounds there right down to Nyaania Brook. The school was then a Teachers' Training School. 

It was later, through the school, that he was to meet his future wife, Winifred Little, as she was 

sent there as a monitor in 1936. 

Mr. Fischer compares the small industries which once flourished in Darlington with the lack of 

them now. For instance, there were once two quarries in Boya - the Government Quarry and 

the Mountain Quarry. A tent village had been set up for the quarry workers on the south side of 

the railway line east of Boya and another along the creek at the Mountain Quarry. The 

Government Quarry ceased operations in the early 1930's, but the Mountain Quarry lasted 

another thirty years. The two local stores used to send a cart down twice a week with supplies. 

 
1 Refer to the separate article on Peter Fischer on this website. 



14 

 

The children of the workers attended Darlington School. There were two commercial bee 

farms, numerous orchards, a dairy and poultry farms. Such was the output of these that the 

local carrier made three trips per week to the markets with produce from Darlington. 

Even in those times about two-thirds of the population worked in the city and commuted there 

and back by train. Peter Fischer was as impressed by the speed and efficiency of the trains as 

his nephew, David. He tells of the possessiveness of the regulars about their seats, taking the 

same ones every day and even going so far as to order interlopers out of their place! 

There was plenty of social and sporting life in Darlington with tennis, badminton and golf, 

although not much cricket was played then, as there were seldom enough players to raise a 

team. Concerts, plays and glee club performances were regular events, with an occasional 

dance thrown in for good measure. During the 1920's picture shows were held featuring all the 

silent stars such as Hoot Gibson, Fatty Arbuckle and Charlie Chaplin. 

Considering the small population, churches were well represented with four separate 

denominations holding Sunday services. 

The river used to run all year round then as it was before all the orchards had been 

established along Piesse's Brook, draining its water to irrigate the trees. There were two 

beautiful pools, one near the junction of Nyaania Brook and the Helena River, and the other 

about where the Pipehead Dam is now located. Swimming and canoeing were popular 

pastimes, but the fishing was poor. 

The local wildlife was hunted or trapped almost to extinction for meat and skins. Possum skins 

fetched 7/6 each and this price soon served to reduce their numbers. Roo skins were also sold 

at a reasonable price and the meat was used to supplement the supplies from the butchers. 

Fortunately, the wildlife now is largely protected and the kangaroos are more plentiful than 

ever before, especially in John Forrest National Park. However, the possums, native cats and 

echidnas have not recovered the numbers of the early years. 

Many of the young folk had their own horse (actually a brumby) which could be bought from 

about 10/- to £5, or more cheaply still if you caught your own. Mr. Fischer's first two polo 

ponies were actually brumbies which wandered into his property and which he subsequently 

purchased, and it was he who supplied his nephew, David, with his own horse. As money was 

short for feed, the horses were turned out to fend for themselves and were brought back in at 

the weekend or on holidays. They could be found anywhere from the Helena River to National 

Park. 

During the Depression some families were desperately poor, with the breadwinner relying on 

odd jobs for subsistence. Wages for a man could be as low as 6/-per day although 5/- to 10/- 

was more normal, but, even so, Darlington remained quite a holiday resort with several guest 

houses making a living out of the holidaying people. From Darlington Primary School, Peter 

continued his education at Guildford Grammar School. He left in 1931 in the middle of the 

Depression but with his father's help he acquired firstly a poultry farm and then later a dairy 

herd. His property was in Lionel Road, Darlington. Things were difficult at first, but by 1939 had 

begun to improve. His marriage to Winifred Little took place in 1942 and they continued to live 

on the property in Lionel Road, sharing a love of horses and horse sports and raising two 

children, Carolyn and John. In 1948 they had acquired an uncleared block of land of thirty-two 
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acres nearby in Newman Road, and in 1966 decided to build there after retiring from the 

poultry and cattle business and selling the Lionel Road property. They then went into the 

business of spelling and rearing blood horses, which lasted until October 1982 whereupon 

they decided to call it a day and spend their subsequent leisure time travelling extensively 

around Australia and overseas making new friends and visiting old ones. 

During their years in Darlington, Peter was actively engaged in many activities involving horses 

competing in shows, show judging, playing polocrosse and polo. He also devoted a great deal 

of time to the Darlington Pony Club. He still rides every day that he can manage, and can be 

seen on horseback roaming through the bush near his home through to John Forrest National 

Park on the other side of Great Eastern Highway. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fischer and Miss Pauline Fischer are the only representatives of their 

family who had homes in Darlington. Pauline passed away in 2001, aged 90 and Peter passed 

away in 2005, aged 892. 

 
Darlington station reserve 1984 
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