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DOROTHY ELTZE STEPHENSON (nee VICTOR)  

Pioneer of Darlington by Arlene Collings (2000) 

 

This article kindly allowed to be reproduced from the Mundaring & Hills Historical 

Society book – “Patchwork of Memories” 

"I still have the old gate. I think it should be called - The Gate to Darlington." 

Dorothy Eltze Stephenson (nee Victor), pioneer and caring historian to Darlington's 
unique history saved the old, rusting iron gate of the Waylen, Amherst Vineyard 
many years ago. Another "gate" to Darlington was her very own home property. True 
enough, the Victor property, ‘The Glen’, was at the southern entry to Darlington way 
back in the 1880s. 

Dorothy was born in Peppermint Grove, WA in 1906. Her grandfather Henry Eltze-
Victor trained as an engineer at London University. At 21 years of age went to live in 
India and married Maria Caroline Bryce, daughter of a Scottish doctor in Portuguese 
Goa. Henry was a civil engineer and was responsible for the construction of the 
central section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. It was here in India that 
Dorothy's father William was born. 

Mr Henry Eltze-Victor and family came to Melbourne from India and Henry worked 
on the Melbourne railway. Then over to Western Australia where he was involved in 
the building of the Geraldton line (Geraldton-Northampton section). In the 1870s 
Henry Eltze-Victor (with William) was surveying the land along the Helena River in 
the Darling Ranges east of Perth. He came across the piece of land he was destined 
to own. Henry sought to purchase this very attractive stretch of land along Nyaania 
Brook. It was somewhere in the 1880s when the title was issued and Henry was the 
owner of a fine tract of land, today bordered by Glen and Victor Roads. He was first 
of all a successful vigneron and the pretty farm, called ‘The Glen’, grew grapes 
initially for wines. However between 1891-1895 orange trees, apples, figs and 
gooseberries were all successfully established. 

It must have been a very attractive area with the clear, singing 
Nyaania Brook close by, the silver grey of the granite boulders, 
gnarled emerald flood gums and a rustic log bridge over the 
creek with two pepper trees either side and planted by Maria in 
the 1870s (one tree is still there today - old, bent and 
interesting and the old bridge still spans the creek). 

The cottage itself was in a most picturesque setting. The 
farmed area of ‘The Glen’ was 60 acres in size and this had 
been cleared and carved out of the bushland by Italian 
workmen. Not far away on the other side of the hill Waylen and 
Amherst were busy with their vineyard too. It appears Mr Henry 
Eltze-Victor had known the Hon Josceline Amherst in England. 
Mr Amherst, a barrister, had come to Western Australia in 1885 
as Governor Broome's Secretary and also acted as Clerk to the 
Executive Council. Sometime in the late 1880s he entered a 
partnership with Dr Alfred Waylen, colonial surgeon for the 
Swan Districts, and they established the vineyard known as 
Darlington (from which the village is named). 

Although late in life, by today's measure, William Victor 
(Henry's son and Dorothy's father) was 48 years old when he 
married Ethel Page-Smith, a South Australian. He and Ethel 
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lived in Peppermint Grove where two little girls were born: Estelle and Dorothy. From 
there to Leederville where Marjorie, the youngest girl, was born. 

By 1912 Dorothy's grandparents had died and Ethel (Dorothy's mother) suggested to 
William they should go up to ‘The Glen’ to live, and so it was that the three little girls 
began a new and exciting, though definitely 
pioneering life, in Darlington. 

It was time for school. At this time Mr V. K. 
Jones, the owner (renter) of the stone bungalow, 
‘Leithdale House’ (1894), had encouraged a 
Miss Hogan to run a school in the dining room of 
his lovely home. Little Dorothy Victor was too 
young, her mother thought, to walk all that way 
up through the bush, so a governess (a cousin, 
Phyllis Smith) was employed at ‘The Glen’ as a 
teacher. In 1914 (1913) a school building was 
built in Darlington and so the three Victor girls 
attended there. 

By this time the Victor cottage had been 
substantially extended. It was a pretty home, 
with colours around in the garden and a 
spectacular bougainvillea creeper on the walls. 
Amy Heap, a well-known artist and embellisher 
with the Western Mail at the time, painted a 
delightful watercolour of ‘The Glen’ homestead 
(about 1932).  

Mr Victor (Dorothy's father) was a kindly man and from his abundant orchard 
oranges were often given to the children attending the local school. 

William Victor was an interesting man. He became the first Town Clerk of Perth 
(1884 -1897) and also the City Engineer. He started the Volunteer Fire Brigade as 
well. He must have enjoyed the peaceful life at Darlington where the granite, 
streams, and wildflowers were all part of his family home, a home filled with music 
and art. On the Victor property was also another cottage. Here the Gibson family 
lived and were caretakers of ‘The Glen’ during absences of the Victors. (There is a 
photo of the Gibson children in attendance at Leithdale House School in 1913 in the 
"History of Darlington Primary 
School",  by T. Wiltshire.) 

It must have been a wonderful life for 
the three Victor girls. Darlington was 
quite a unique place. There were 
undulating acres of bushland, 
vineyards, soft and green with stately 
pines along the edges, a little tea 
room where sweets were kept in large 
glass jars, a store and Post Office 
near the station, a little wooden 
church not far away and some 
magnificent stone homes. There was 
a busy train service with Darlington 
Station being a booking office too. Dr 
Hogarth's home in Dalry Road was one of the church service centres and there were 
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rose gardens and guest houses too. Many city folk delighted in a visit to the 
picturesque Darlington village.The caring neighbourly atmosphere of those days 
persists to this day. 

One of the delights of young girls living in Darlington today is to own a pony and to 
enjoy riding around the rural village. Dorothy, too, had a pony - a brumby - called 
Hector. He was a gift. There were a lot of brumbies in Darlington at the time, 
supposedly descendants of the earlier days when horses were bred close by for 
remounts for the British Army in India (c 1860s). 

After attending primary schooling locally, Dorothy 
later attended Perth College in the city. Here Sister 
Rosalie was the Head Mistress. It must have been a 
long train ride to and from the school. Following high 
school, Dorothy was employed at West Australian 
Trustees. In 1932 Dorothy's mother passed away 
and her father in 1934. 

Sometime in the 1930s the beloved ‘Glen’ was sold 
to Mr Albert Prater. In 1943 Dorothy married Maxwell 
Stephenson in the lovely Guildford Grammar School 

Chapel. Maxwell was a past pupil of Guildford 
Grammar School. He was in army uniform when he 
married Dorothy. It was wartime. Maxwell's father, a South Australian, built a house 
in Guildford when appointed manager of that branch of the Western Australian Bank 
and Maxwell was born at Guildford.   (They built a house in Turton St, Guildford.) 
Maxwell worked for the Department of Civil Aviation. Dorothy and Maxwell lived in Mt 
Lawley and they had two children, a girl, Patricia and a boy, Maxwell Jr. 

Estelle Victor, Dorothy's older sister, never married. She worked for the public works 
in the Water Supply Department and died in the early 1990s. 

Marjorie, the youngest sister, had developed rheumatic fever as a child and wasn't 
expected to live past 12 years old (sometimes her sisters carried her on their backs 
to school because her legs ached so much). However Marjorie did get well and went 
on to study art at the Perth Technical College. She was a student there at the same 
time as another famous Darlington resident, the late Hal Missingham. He was older 
and so she referred to his group as "the big boys". Marjorie was taught watercolour 
painting by the well-known and respected James Linton. She went into commercial 
art and worked at the Sunday Times, Boans, and Art Photo Engravers. She too didn't 
marry and died soon after Estelle. 

Sometime when Patricia (Dorothy's daughter) was a little girl she remembers visiting 
Darlington with her mother and later she and her brother, mother and father came up 
to Darlington to live permanently in the charming stone cottage called Montrose 
Cottage (not far from ‘The Glen’). This had been built by William's brother Frederick 
(a Kununoppin farmer) for his sister Amy, in the 1920s. 

Patricia and her brother Maxwell went on to their separate lives, families and homes 
(interestingly enough in Darlington too) and in 1991 Maxwell (senior) Stephenson 
passed away. 
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Often when I drive around Darlington I see a sprightly, 
independent handsome lady in her 90s, buying her milk 
and bread at the old store she would have been to for 
the past 70 years or more and I think how fortunate I am 
to have known such a lady as Dorothy Eltze 
Stephenson, pioneer, interesting identity and custodian 
of the "Gates of Darlington". 

 

(Dorothy died on 3rd July 2003, aged 96) 
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