
Theodore George Jacoby 

 

Theodore George Jacoby enlistment 

number 3885, Private 11th 

reinforcements of the 51st Battalion. 

Enlisted 11th January 1917.  

He was born in 1881 in South Australia 

to parents Daniel Jacoby and Hannah 

Mathieson. Theodore’s Grandfather was 

Sergeant William Mathieson of the 73rd 

Scottish Regiment that fought at the 

Battle of Waterloo on the 18th June 1815. 

Theodore’s occupation was orchardist.  

He was aged 35 when he enlisted for 

WW1 but had previously served in the 

Boer War enlisting in Durban, South 

Africa in the Rimmington Guides on the 

27th August 1901. This later changed to 

Damant’s Horse.  

On returning from the Boer War 

Theodore married Frances Mary Daniel 

in 1905 and they had 4 children between 

1906 and 1914. Theodore had two older 

brothers who owned properties in Mundaring and Toodyay growing fruit trees and 

grapes for wine making. On his return from the Boer War he worked as a Hotel 

Assistant at the Mertondale Hotel in Coolgardie owned by his brother, then as a 

Vigneron at his brother’s vineyards in Mundaring and Toodyay. 

In 1912 Theodore was appointed Manager at the Darlington Vineyard. Theodore 

embarked overseas for England, leaving from Melbourne on the “Aeneas” on 30th 

October 1917. Theodore arrived in France from England in April 1918 and would 

have fought at Ancre and Villers Bretonneux before being taken ill in May and 

admitted to hospital. He was returned to duty in June but in July was evacuated to 

Havre, France, to attend a medical board where it was decided he was medically 

unfit due to Arterio Sclerosis. 

He was returned to England embarking on the “Argyllshire” on 9th Dec 1918, 

destined for Australia. Back in Western Australia Theodore continued to work on his 

brother’s properties as an orchardist. He and his wife owned a Boarding House in 

Mundaring called Jacoby House which is now the Community Centre renamed 

Craigie House.  



He had a brief change of career working as a linesman in the 1940’s before retiring. 

He died in 1953 aged 72 and was cremated. His ashes rest in the Karrakatta 

Cemetery. 
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