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Charles Edmund Mumme enlistment No 

6854, Corporal in the 16th Battalion enlisted 

4th September 1916 at Blackboy Hill.  

He was born at Darlington in the hills out of 

Perth in 1899 to parents Charles Edmund 

Mumme and Ada Matilda Stapleton. His 

occupation was Labourer.  

He embarked overseas from Fremantle on 

the “Argyllshire” on the 9th November 1916. 

While based in England Charles suffered 

from mumps in March 1917 and was 

hospitalised for two weeks at Codford. He 

arrived in France late July 1917. His 

Battalion at this time would have been 

involved at Messines Mennin Rd and 

Polygon Wood in Belgium.  

By October 1917 the 16th Battalion was in 

action at the first Passchendaele. Early 1918 

saw the 16th Battalion moving down into France with battles in March at Arras, April at Ancre, 

and July at Hamel. Early in August Charles was granted 19 days leave to the U.K. On 

returning to France Charles probably saw his last battle at Epehy in September 1918 before 

the Armistice. On the 5th October 1918 Charles was promoted to Lance Corporal and on the 

16th March 1919 he was mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches for conspicuous 

services rendered to the Australian Imperial Forces.  

On the 9th April 1919 Charles was promoted to Corporal. He returned to Australia on the 

“Somalia” embarking on the 1st June 1919. While journeying home Charles suffered from 

tonsillitis and was admitted to the Ship’s Hospital. Arriving in Australia he was discharged 

from the Army on the 15th August 1919.  

After the war Charles went jackerooing, spending quite some time between 1919 and 1922, 

in and around Gidgegannup (this is why he adopted the nom de plume “GIDGIE” when 

contributing to a column in The Western Mail between the late 1920’s and mid 1930’s). He 

married Maureena Violette Wood, who was at that time living in Glen Forrest, in October 

1921.  

In 1922 he took up a Soldiers Settlement farm in Lake Grace and became a farmer. Charles 

and Maureena produced six children over the next 20 years. The Great Depression caused 

Charles to leave the farm at the end of 1935 and start all over in Perth. In 1936 he settled his 

family in Maylands and went to night school to study for his basic qualifications and then 

qualified as an accountant. After working in temporary employment at Foy & Gibson and the 

Post Office he worked for and eventually became the Company Assessor at the Taxation 

Office, retiring in 1961.  



Charles and the eldest of his three sons, Cleveland, enlisted in WW2. Charles enlisted on 

the 15th December 1941 and served just 10 days in the 5 Garrison Battalion before being 

required in an essential service and being discharged. Charles died in 1991and his wife died 

in 1995, both are buried in the Karrakatta Cemetery. 
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