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The Executive Committee meetings occur on a monthly basis to maintain the 
ongoing administration of the organization. The Committee maintains an 
overview of the projects being undertaken by Committee Members with the 
assistance of the community and related organisations. Reports of events and 
our program of Guest Speakers are published monthly in the Darlington 
Review and on our website calendar. The Annual Report will highlight these 
activities and our future plans. 
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Introduction. 
 
The Hon Ken Wyatt, Minister for Senior Australians and Aged Care and 
Minister for Indigenous Health, ladies and gentlemen, members and friends. 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Darlington History Group I am 
pleased to welcome you this year’s Annual General Meeting. I felt very 
privileged to chair this group of people who are so committed to researching 
and documenting our local history and in doing so fulfil our mission “Sharing 
our Heritage”.  
 
This goal drives our group to engage with residents past and present, to 
record their stories, research Darlington’s services, homes, organizations and 
the railway that has underpinned Darlington’s early development and given us 
a sense of belonging and community. I would like to present to you this band 
of dedicated and hard working local historians: - 
 
Cliff Burns, our Vice Chair, Christine Stoney who has taken up the reins of 
Secretary, Liz Rusha, Treasurer, Lyn Myles, Archivist, Judi Bracks Publicity 
Mira Ashton Editor/Proof Reader, Reg Kelly and Margaret Tasker.    
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the committee and acknowledge your 
contribution and that of your family and friends who are often recruited to do 
some of the heavy lifting.  
 
I also need to thank Rod Moss who has been our Auditor this year as well as 
in the past. We are so pleased that our website is up and running This 
monumental achievement is due to Rob Borsje who has done some 
exceptional work in revising and is now undertaking the ongoing publishing of 
our history resources material for our Website. A project initiated by Phil Vile 
some years ago.  
 
We acknowledge and thank the Shire of Mundaring for the Volunteer Grant of 
$300 and the modification of this building to meet the accessibility standards 
for people with a disability. Universal access should be a component of all 
buildings and it has been a long process to achieve this for our Hall.  
 
Whilst alterations were proceeding we had the opportunity to use the Pavilion 
and the Boya Community Centre, but this feels like home.  
 
The activities of 2018 are a continuum of last year’s projects and aspirations. 
In reflecting on the tasks we set for ourselves, some tasks were not achieved 
as we wished.  
 
In particular, our submission to Lotterywest for a grant to publish the history of 
the Darlington Arts Festival was really difficult. This submission was refused 
on the grounds that the application was too narrow and could not demonstrate 
extensive “Community Benefit.”  
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We were however successful with an application to the Western Australian 
History Foundation will fund the cost for Trea Wiltshire to research and write 
the history of Darlington Arts Festival. A welcome outcome that is much 
appreciated.  
 
We are still seeking funding for the printing and publishing of the Festival’s 
history, which has had such a unique and long-lasting influence on our 
community, and that of the wider WA population. Financial donations have 
come from individuals and the community totalling $2250.00. Our thanks go to 
the Darlington Club and the anonymous donors for their contribution to the 
book. 
 
The Darlington Heritage Project put together by Cliff Burns is a combination of 
a number of small projects that have small working groups researching and 
planning the 5 projects the: - 
  Darlington Heritage Walk Trail. 
 Pioneer and Memorial Park 
 Recognising 100 year old Historic Establishments  
 Darlington Sidings 
 Darlington Vineyard Gate 
The reports and research will form the basis of knowledge that will be worked 
through with the residents and organisations of Darlington, the Shire of 
Mundaring and future funders. The Shire is presently reviewing the format and 
design for interpretive signage and we hope that a consistent format is 
decided upon to help with these projects that will enhance both the heritage 
value and tourism potential for the area.  
 
Lyn Myles has been working in partnership with Dr Fiona Bush and the 
Mundaring and Hills Historical Society to research the York Greenmount 
Convict Road station and Bilgoman Well for nomination as a site of cultural 
heritage value. This is a huge achievement and a step towards an 
assessment by the Heritage Council, and in time recognition of the 
significance of this site to our colonial history. Well-done Lyn for achieving that 
first important step. 
  
Lyn was able to respond to a request from the History Teachers Association 
of WA to provide historical information about the early settlement of Darlington 
to be included in a teacher/student resource to commemorate the 100 years 
since the end of WW1. She was able to provide a summary of the changes 
that have occurred over the past 100 years. The rigor of this research has 
underpinned our documentation and we thank Lyn for her wonderful 
obsession.  
 
Judi Bracks has been the driving force behind our Guest Speaker program. 
She has bought to us a talk by Geoff Higham about the Eastern Railway with 
visit to the Railway museum in Bassendean. Our Christmas “do” saw Reg 
Kelly receive the “Ernie Award” for the incredible effort he puts into the 
collection of books and bric a brac that we sell at the Festival. Thank you Reg. 
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At our ANZAC focussed meeting we heard about Chris and Shirley Durrant’s  
research into Guildford Grammar’s WW1 Honour Roll. They sought to 
understand the stories and find the resting place of those that had given their 
life. The albums and documentation that Chris and Shirley collated provides a 
history of the sacrifice they made.  
 
Judi also had organised another “Why Darlington with Trea Wiltshire being 
interviewed by Iain Martin. A story encompassing the family’s from interment 
in Shanghai during WW2, to immigration to Rhodesia, the UK and Trea’s 
career in writing and journalism. We are so very pleased that Trea found a 
home in Darlington. We thank Trea and Iain for this often revealing and 
enjoyable evening. 
 
You will hear from Our Treasurer Liz Rusha how vital the sales of books and 
bric a brac is to our financial viability. Our fundraising efforts provide all of our 
operational costs. The storage of books and Bric-a-brac is essential for our 
stall at the festival. This year, Kate McConigley has provided storage and we 
thank her for her generosity. It is imperative that we find a storage space in 
the coming year to house this stock and we appeal to the community for 
assistance in finding a dry, accessible venue. Any suggestions would be 
welcome. A wonderful donation of books came from the collection of Iris 
Leggatt through her husband Bob and daughter Jen. The arts books are 
superb and will sought after at the Darlington Arts Festival. Thank You, Bob 
and Jen.  
 
Thank You 
 
I will now pass the proceedings over to Liz who will take you through the 
Financial Report.   
 
Val Shiell 
 
Chair 
 
 


