
Francis Preston Cockshott  

 

Francis Preston Cockshott, enlistment 

No. 2559, Private in 44th Battalion. 

Enlisted 25th May1916.  

He was born in Claremont, Western 

Australia in 1892 to parents Thomas 

Dobson Cockshott and Ada Preston 

Wells. He attended Guildford 

Grammer for his schooling. His 

occupation was given as a Clerk 

although he had completed most of his 

Arts Degree and gained special 

permission from the Vice Chancellor 

Walter Murdoch to enlist.  

Frank’s family were some of the 

earliest families to move up to the hills 

in Darlington and prior to his departure 

the Darlington Progress Association 

put on a farewell concert and 

presented him with a wrist watch.  

He embarked from Fremantle on the “Argyllshire” on the 9th November 1916 to 

England. On arrival in England he was sick and did not join his Battalion in France 

until 23rd April 1917. Francis (Frank) first saw action with his 44th Battalion at 

Messines in June 1917 and was wounded in action on the 30th June 1917. He was 

sent to England with a gunshot wound to his back on the 10th July 1917. Upon 

recovery he was stationed in various Depots in England then returned to France and 

re-joined his Battalion on the 13th September 1918.  

He was involved in the battle at St Quentin Canal in late September where he was 

again wounded on the 29th September 1918 sustaining a “shell concussion”. His 

medical notes reveal he was unconscious for about an hour which resulted in Frank 

suffering from headaches and insomnia with a discharge of blood and serum from 

his right ear. Frank was returned to England to recover.  

From here Frank was repatriated to Australia on the “Euripides” on the 3rd March 

1919. When they arrived at Fremantle the ship was quarantined, due to an outbreak 

of disease frustratingly delaying their disembarkation. Frank was discharged from the 

army on the 2nd June 1919. 

On his return Frank completed his University studies in 1920 then joined the Daily 

News as a journalist where he worked until he retired in 1957 reaching the position 

of Sub Editor. He married Maria Mary Daphne Davis in 1927 and they had two 



daughters. Frank died in 1978; his wife in 1994 and both are buried in Karrakatta 

Cemetery. 
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