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The Executive Committee meetings occur on a monthly basis to maintain the 
ongoing administration of the organization. The Committee maintains an 
overview of the projects being undertaken by Committee Members with the 
assistance of the community and related organisations. Reports of events and 
our program of Guest Speakers is published monthly in the Darlington 
Review. This report will highlight these activities and our future plans. 
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Introduction  
 
2016-2017 has been a very full year for our committee, as the various projects 
have impacted on our time. Our involvement in this large workload and 
aspirational projects has reinforced the value of each of our residents past 
and present, their experiences and memories of Darlington. In developing the 
stories of our local history we have tapped into each Committee members’ 
skill sets, to record oral histories, look at how we can place the Railway 
Reserve on the State Heritage List, record the changing streetscapes of the 
Village, undertake with the Shire, a proposal to place interpretive signage 
along the Railway Reserve, and write the story of the Darlington Arts Festival; 
Some of these projects have a long timeline and we will be tackling these 
projects and asking others to join us along the way to undertake specific 
tasks. 
 
We have a small committee of dedicated and committed people who write 
about and research the fascinating stories of early settlement and the 
development of Darlington its shops, churches, butchers and bakers as well 
as the essential community services kindergartens and schools. Cliff Burns is 
hatching a new publication and we look back in wonder at the impact of the 
group of artists that made Darlington their home in the post war era. We have 
heard how the Village accepted and engaged new immigrants from war-torn 
Europe and of the various contributions they gave back to the community. 
This passion for looking back into our local history and the impacts of these 
stories has inspired our group to willingly give of their time and talents to our 
various projects.  
 
The Darlington History Group operates as a not for profit association with all 
fundraising reinvested in the organisation to cover our operational costs. In 
volunteer hours alone, we estimate that the Darlington History Group has 
expended 3,322 Volunteer hours in 2016/17 which when multiplied by $40.00 
per hour represents $ 132,800 pa in kind. When we look at our bottom line 
and the amount of work we have achieved over the year it is astounding. It 
has been helped along the way by the monthly Financial Report from our 
Treasurer, Liz Rusha. We will hear her Report later, thanks go to Liz who can 
also turn from budgeting to other tasks and has some thoughts on fundraising 
in the new Financial Year. Thanks Liz for all your help in budgeting, managing 
and monitoring our finances. 
 
I would also like to thank our much-valued volunteers who have provided 
archival research for the book on the Darlington Arts Festival, George 
Grayston and Edwina Carter, and Richard Woldendorp who gave us the right 
to publish photographs of the early artists who initiated first Arts Exhibition in 
1954 when Guy Grey Smith wanted to raise funds for the Fire Brigade. This 
was the first step in the evolution  of the Darlington Arts Festival as we know it 
today. It was seeing these resources and having an insight of the impact of 
the festival on the community that excited and inspired us to pursue the need 
to publish this book.  Thank you George, Edwina and Richard.   
 
The funds, which ensure our ongoing financial viability, come from our Bric a 
Brac stall at the Darlington Arts Festival. In particular I want to thank Reg 
Kelly who has been running around in his faithful Ernie, the ute, which I 
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understand is receiving treatment for his radiator. Reg tells me he is “retiring” 
from the heavy lifting that has been part of this job. It is timely, as we will no 
longer have the use of the Community Tent and we will find other means to 
fundraise for the Groups expenses and overheads. From all of us Reg we 
really  appreciate your commitment to the Bric a Brac Stall a sincere thank 
you Reg. 
 
We would also like to thank Sue Lennard who has assisted Reg this year by 
taking the books to her home and putting them in categories, a task we 
always thought about but never did. There are of course many other persons 
to thank for their voluntary contributions, such as at speaker night 
presentations, special events, assistance at various community functions and 
research information, which is all voluntarily provided. 
 
The Darlington Review is part of the fabric of life in Darlington and is also the 
means by which the Darlington History Group can promote our Guest 
Speakers, the Annual Afternoon Teas and Community Events, all of which is 
done gratis. We have also been privileged to have their sponsorship to access 
space in the Community Tent at the Darlington Arts Festival where we 
demonstrate our sales skills to ply the public with our wares of donated books 
and Bric a Brac. The tent provides an opportunity to talk to Festival visitors 
about their home and experiences of Darlington. Our thanks go to the team at 
the Darlington Review for their generosity and on going support. 
 
Our Darlington Residents and Ratepayer Association has coordinated the 
setting up of the tent and its placement at the Festival over the years, we want 
to express our appreciation to them for their help in this event. 
 
Sharing our History 
 
We have adopted a number of strategies to share our history but one that 
stands out are the Guest Speaker evenings that Judi Bracks organises as our 
Publicity Officer. These evenings and events were exceptional. Our thanks go 
to Judi for the work she puts into our annual program. Our Annual High Tea 
was held on the 18th June 2017 to celebrate the houses in our community that 
were 100 years or older which bought many old friends together. There was 
excitement and joy as people who had lived on these old houses talked to 
those who presently occupy them and old school friends and residents caught 
up. This event is a wonderful example of a thriving community that continues 
to participate to help us all to understand our past. 
 
Another event was “A Day In the Hills in which we joined with the Garden 
History Group and Heritage Roses (Perth Region) and walk through two 
garden including “St Aubyn” built in 1914, a wonderful garden with 
landscaping and planting that complements the old stone house. We were 
interested to hear John Viska from Garden History talk about the 
Horticulturists that were located in Darlington that provided stock to nurseries 
in Perth and country WA and the importance of the Eastern Railway to their 
commercial viability.  
 
The outstanding guest speaker night was in May this year, when Iain Martin 
asked the question of Rob Hyner and Richard Woldendorp "Why Darlington?" 
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Richard had just turned 90 and Rob 85. Both came to live in Darlington from 
Holland in the post war era. Their friendship and humour peppered the night 
with tales of their early experiences in their respective careers Music for Rob 
and Photography for Richard and life in Darlington.   
 
We hope we can have a similar event next year. Thank you Judi – you always 
find such interesting events and speakers that are attended by so many in 
Darlington and beyond.  
 
One way to attract a crowd to our Guest Speaker nights is through Cliff’s 
Newsletters that are sent to everyone on our mailing list, which now numbers 
60. Cliff provides support in so many ways as our Vice Chair. He is a great 
sounding board and generates lots of ideas about our projects and how to 
manage them and involve others in the community. With this approach we 
can tackle the projects on a case-by-case basis and spread the load and tap 
into a wide range of expertise. Cliff’s research skills stand behind the books 
he has put together over the years and with Arlene Collings and Lyn Myles 
having produced three publications about Darlington’s local History. One to be 
released at the Darlington Arts Festival this year called "The Darlington Pines 
General Store". We can read about the range of operators and Arlene 
Collings who worked there for almost 29 years. It’s a wonderful read, full of 
stories and photographs. The sales of these books provide an income stream 
that will help us extend our capacity to do more. Thank you Cliff 
 
Lyn Myles is more that our Archivist, her childhood memories and people she 
grew up with have guaranteed she has encyclopaedic memory of Darlington, 
the families, the homes and their connections. She resourceful and 
enterprising when it comes to gathering information related to our local 
history. Lyn has provided a huge amount of material for the publications being 
written by our group and other organizations. She responds so generously to 
people seeking information about the house they now live in and the research 
she has collected. Lyn has researched the “Old Dairy” in Mills Rd, “Rose 
Cottage” on Brook Rd, Gilks Bakery, and 10 Lukin Ave, which was Lot 17 in 
the Leithdale Estate. Lyn found that the owners Percy and Gertrude Stanway 
Tapp built the house in 1921. Gertrude had composed a poem called 
“Windyridge about their house, which was published in the newspaper in 
December 1921.  
 
Lyn also, provided a presentation and display on the early guesthouses in 
Darlington to the Mundaring & Hills Historical Society. Lyn is also responsible 
for scanning and collating photos and historical information provided by 
residents and has recently scanned a photographic record taken by Joan 
Crawford of the Station Reserve revegetation done by the Friends of 
Darlington Station group.  
 
There is so much information that we would want to make accessible to the 
public and at some stage in the future we will need to review ways to make 
this archive available. Thank you so much Lyn for all your tireless research 
and work you put into collecting these priceless records that can be so easily 
lost. Thank you Lyn.  
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During the year we have had IT support from Jenny Currell who has 
maintained and extended our website. We hope the website will grow and be 
a place of reference for the wider community.  
 
The History Group aims to work in collaboration with our local organizations 
and has appreciated the work of DRRA in helping us with the plans to ensure 
our meeting place in Darlington Lesser Hall is adapted to meet the 
accessibility standards. We also acknowledge the commitment of the Shire of 
Mundaring in funding these adaptions and alterations and look forward to their 
completion.   
 
The Chair of the Darlington Arts Festival committee Peter Nicholls has been 
most patient in providing Support Letters for Grants, as has Jenny Haynes of 
the Mundaring Arts Centre, the Shire of Mundaring and Cr Trish Cook. The 
Darlington Review provides the means to communicate our monthly report 
and inform the community of our events. The Review reaches all homes in 
Darlington whilst our Newsletter informs other History Groups ex-residents 
and organisations in the region all of which underpin our mission “Sharing our 
Heritage” 
 
We look forward to another year of discovery and tackling projects that will 
illuminate the past life of Darlington, value its heritage and capture information 
that is available before it is lost. , 
 
Val Shiell 
Chair  
5th October 2017 


